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Rosacea is a skin disease that manifests as flushing, persistent skin redness (ie,
erythematous form), small rounded bumps on the skin (ie, papulopustular form), or
dilated superficial blood vessels (ie, telangiectasia).1 The pathophysiology of rosacea is
unknown, but alterations in the immune system, either by organic disease (eg,
inflammatory bowel disease [IBD])2,3 or immune-altering medications,4 may predispose
individuals to the development of rosacea. Standard therapy for rosacea includes topical
therapies (eg, sodium sulfacetamide) and oral antibiotic medications (eg, doxycycline,
tetracycline, minocycline, erythromycin, and metronidazole) for patients who are
intolerant of topical therapies.5
Rifaximin, a nonsystemic antibiotic with a placebo-like tolerability profile,6 has
demonstrated efficacy for the reduction of symptoms in patients with IBD7,8 and other
gastrointestinal disorders (eg, small intestinal bacterial overgrowth [SIBO] and irritable
bowel syndrome)9,10 and rosacea in the general population.11 This case series details the
efficacy of rifaximin for rosacea in 3 patients with Crohn’s disease (CD).
Case 1: A 30-year-old female with an 8-year history of CD presented at a
gastroenterology clinic with excess flatulence and diarrhea. Sigmoidoscopy revealed
severe segmental colitis with sigmoid ulcerations and anal stenosis. The patient had
been receiving mercaptopurine and sulfasalazine for CD for 3 years after having had a
temporary 6-month response to infliximab and prednisone, which had been stopped 1
year before presentation. The patient also reported a 7-year history of papulopustular
rosacea. Rosacea had preceded use of infliximab and had gone untreated. Upon
presentation, mercaptopurine and sulfasalazine were discontinued because they were
ineffective, and rifaximin 1200 mg/d was prescribed for both CD and rosacea. After 10
days of rifaximin therapy, the patient reported improvement of excess, malodorous flatus
and mild improvement of diarrhea. In addition, her rosacea improved, especially on her
nose.
Case 2: A 65-year-old female with a 40-year history of mild ileocolitis presented
with frequent diarrhea and a 1-year history of nasal erythema and thickened skin
overlying her cheeks. She had been receiving only diphenoxylate-atropine for control of
diarrhea after having failed budesonide and mesalamine therapy. Rifaximin had been
used previously to alleviate diarrhea. Therefore, rifaximin 1200 mg/d was prescribed for
10 days for treatment of both diarrhea and rosacea. At the end of treatment, the patient
experienced reduction of her diarrhea and complete clearing of the erythema on her
nose.
Case 3: A 46-year-old male who had an ileocolic resection 26 years ago for CD
and was receiving mercaptopurine 1.5 mg/kg/d (100 mg total) for maintenance of
remission presented with 3 loose-to-liquid foul stools per day. He also reported a 5-year
history of nose and cheek redness, which had intensified over the previous year, and a
possible genetic predisposition for rosacea (ie, his aunt had rosacea). He had never
received treatment for rosacea. Rifaximin 1200 mg/d was prescribed for 10 days to
alleviate gastrointestinal symptoms and rosacea. At the end of rifaximin therapy, the
patient had improvement in stool form and odor and complete eradication of the
rosacea.
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Treatment with rifaximin 1200 mg/d for 10 days improved skin and
gastrointestinal symptoms in all patients with CD in this case series. Although the
presence of SIBO was not studied with breath testing or cultures in these patients, the
improvement of gastrointestinal symptoms and rosacea may have been the result of
SIBO eradication or improvement in dysbiosis with a subsequent decrease in systemic
immune stimulation. This supposition is based on the results of previous studies that
demonstrated the efficacy of rifaximin 1200 mg/d in resolving SIBO in patients with CD9
and in resolving rosacea in patients who had eradication of SIBO.11 Furthermore,
rifaximin is nonsystemic, and thus improvement in the skin must be based on
manipulation of gut flora. Rifaximin therapy in this case series completely resolved the
erythematous rosacea in 2 patients with ileal disease and moderately improved
papulopustular rosacea in the other patient who had disease grossly limited to the colon.
Given the improvement of rosacea with rifaximin therapy, the data presented here
suggest interplay between SIBO and/or dysbiosis with subsequent immune
dysregulation and/or systemic inflammation and rosacea. For this reason, the
prevalence of rosacea in patients with IBD and the effect of nonabsorbed antibiotic
therapy on rosacea deserve further study.

Weinstock Rosacea LTE Revision
1973

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

11.

11/23/2010
Page 3

REFERENCES
Wilkin J, Dahl M, Detmar M, et al. Standard classification of rosacea: Report of
the National Rosacea Society Expert Committee on the Classification and
Staging of Rosacea. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2002;46:584-587.
Romiti R, Jansen T, Heldwein W, et al. Rosacea fulminans in a patient with
Crohn's disease: a case report and review of the literature. Acta Derm Venereol.
2000;80:127-129.
Walton S, Sheth M, Wyatt EH. Rosacea and ulcerative colitis: a possible
association. J Clin Gastroenterol. 1990;12:513-515.
Passarini B, Infusino SD, Barbieri E, et al. Cutaneous manifestations in
inflammatory bowel diseases: eight cases of psoriasis induced by anti-tumornecrosis-factor antibody therapy. Dermatology. 2007;215:295-300.
Pelle MT, Crawford GH, James WD. Rosacea: II. Therapy. J Am Acad Dermatol.
2004;51:499-512; quiz 513-514.
Scarpignato C, Pelosini I. Experimental and clinical pharmacology of rifaximin, a
gastrointestinal selective antibiotic. Digestion. 2006;73(suppl 1):13-27.
Prantera C, Lochs H, Campieri M, et al. Antibiotic treatment of Crohn's disease:
results of a multicentre, double blind, randomized, placebo-controlled trial with
rifaximin. Aliment Pharmacol Ther. 2006;23:1117-1125.
Shafran I, Burgunder P. Adjunctive antibiotic therapy with rifaximin may help
reduce Crohn's disease activity. Dig Dis Sci. 2010;55:1079-1084.
Biancone L, Vernia P, Agostini D, et al. Effect of rifaximin on intestinal bacterial
overgrowth in Crohn's disease as assessed by the H2-glucose breath test. Curr
Med Res Opin. 2000;16:14-20.
Pimentel M, Park S, Mirocha J, et al. The effect of a nonabsorbed oral antibiotic
(rifaximin) on the symptoms of the irritable bowel syndrome: a randomized trial.
Ann Intern Med. 2006;145:557-563.
Parodi A, Paolino S, Greco A, et al. Small intestinal bacterial overgrowth in
rosacea: clinical effectiveness of its eradication. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol.
2008;6:759-764.

